
East Hempfield Recreation Authority
July 22, 2020     6:30pm     In person meeting

The East Hempfield Township Recreation Authority held their regular meeting in person at
the Four Seasons Banquet Facility, 949 Church Street, Landisville PA.  The meeting was
called to order at 6:35pm by Chairman, Ryan Lundy

Members in attendance:
Attending in person:  Ryan Lundy, Dan Trump, Tom Bennett
Attending via zoom:  Doug Brubaker, Mike O’Brien, Dave Lounsbury and Steve Ulrich

Others in attendance:
Cindy Schweitzer, Township Manager, Joe Robinson, Finance Director, Terri Morton and
Jim Micilcavage Four Seasons.

Visitors Business: none

Committee Reports
Lease Negotiation Committee

Blue Collar Distilling Company interest in leasing the Banquet facility – Mr. Lundy
provided information regarding Blue Collar Distilling Company.  Rob Billas and Kevin
White have submitted their business plan and have provided the committee with a draft
lease proposal.  They attended the meeting this evening to answer any questions.  They are
interested in leasing the entire banquet floor to house their distillery, catering and restaurant
venture.  Mr. Billas and Mr. White explained they are anxious to begin the venture and
desire to begin immediate negotiations with the Authority Lease Committee.  They will be
seeking a distilling license and desire to manage the Golf Course liquor license to
supplement what they can offer at the bar.  They also desire to handle the operations of the
snack bar.  When asked about the timing they indicated that as soon as the lease is signed,
they will order the still which will take 4 months to manufacture.  During that wait time they
will do renovations, apply for their distilling license and prepare for opening.  They noted
that a unique feature of the still is the ability to produce small batches, which they plan to do
in order to perfect their product.  They added that there is no waste to the distilling process
as they will be using grain neutral spirits (GNS) which produces zero waste.  When asked,
they would have no issues with the Authority seeking other leasee’s on the golf course
property (corner of Stoney Battery and Church as an example), they simply want all liquor
sales from the banquet, restaurant and golf to be theirs.  They did provide a menu as an
example and will be making slight changes as they become more familiar with the clientele. 

Newfangled Brewing – Mrs. Schweitzer reported that she did reach out to Ken
Dockery and he indicated that they are still interested but are unable to secure bank
financing until at least January due to bank COVID issues.  They wished us well and
encouraged us to circle back with them if our other venture does not work out. 

Motioned by Mr. Lounsbury, seconded by Mr. Trump and unanimously carried to give
authority to the Lease Negotiation Committee to negotiate with Blue Collar Distilling
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Company for lease of the banquet facilities and snack bar operations and return to the
Authority with a lease proposal. 

Old Business:
Banquet   Room   rentals   through   year   end   – Ms. Morton provided the Authority with the
current contracts through the end of the year.  She noted that as the COVID issues continue
to linger, more cancellations are occurring.  All remaining banquets (if held) will utilize the
large banquet room in order to have proper social distancing.  The golf outings, still
scheduled, do not involve dinner due to COVID restrictions.  

Golf   Operations – The Authority was provided with the most recent monthly financial
report.  Jim noted that the tee sheets continue to be strong, noting slow-downs due to
weather (high temperatures or rain).  Mr. Trump questioned and Mr. Micilcavage responded
that single riders are not charged a premium since there are very few requests. 

Wireless   Facilities   Ordinance   and   Macro   Tower – Mrs. Schweitzer noted that the Wireless
Facilities Ordinance was adopted by the Board of Supervisors.  She had a meeting with the
Liberty Power RF Engineer and sited two areas on the course that might make sense for a
macro cell tower.  Site A is on the border of the sod farm and golf course and site B is on
the border of the golf course and the acreage owned by the Township along Nissley Road.
Mr. Lundy, Mr. Bennett and Mr. Trump visited both sites this evening and all concluded
that site B seems to be the better location (being tucked into the lay of the land and potential
drive access from Nissley Road where the former house stood).  Liberty Power will review
their data and get back to Mrs. Schweitzer with their conclusions.  They would be looking
for an 80’x80’ leased area which would be surrounded by a 75’x75’ fence.  The site would
need electricity and phone service.  Mrs. Schweitzer did confirm with the RF engineer that it
is very possible that adding a macro cell in this area would delay any small cell placement
but of course he could not provide any guarantees.  Mr. Lounsbury felt a key point to
discover is the height of the tower.  Mr. Bennett also desired to know the terms of other cell
tower leases in East Hempfield.  Mr. Brubaker noted that he believed the tower on the
Brubaker Inc., site is generating approximately $1500/month and they are currently
negotiating adding 5G capabilities which could generate an additional $200/month.  Liberty
Power’s attorney did provide the Authority with a sample/generic lease agreement.

Motioned by Mr. Lundy, seconded by Mr. Ulrich and unanimously carried to authorize staff
to move forward with negotiations with Liberty Power and request Blakinger Thomas LLC
to assist in negotiations and the lease agreement review process. 

New Business:
Corner property (Stony Battery @ Church) – Mr. Bennett expressed his continued desire to
explore options for lease of this area and sees no reason why a second liquor license could
not be obtained by whomever would lease the property.  He pointed out that additional uses
would generate more traffic to the site which would be a positive for all uses.
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Minutes:
Motioned by Mr. Trump, seconded by Mr. Bennett and unanimously carried to accept the
minutes of May 27, 2020 as presented.

Public Comment:  none

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm by the unanimous consent of the
Authority. 

Submitted by:  Cindy Schweitzer
Township Manager/Secretary




